Catherine Smith Mayes
129 Old Barn Path  Marshfield, MA  02050   catherinesmayes@aol.com  781-771-8867

March, 2008-March 2018, Autism Project Advocate, Part Time
Massachusetts Advocates for Children, Boston, MA

Responsibilities include providing technical assistance to families with students with autism spectrum disorders throughout the Commonwealth.  Attend TEAM meetings, mediations and assist family members to better understand the types and purpose of special education services available to students.  A majority of intensive technical assistance is provided to families who are non-native English speakers and face significant economic, cultural and social barriers.  Present MAC workshops and trainings to parent groups and professional organizations on: Transition, Bullying of Students with Disabilities and Basic Rights.  Oversee MAC’s Young Adult Fellowship, providing direct supervision and coaching to Young Adult Fellows as they learn to acquire the skills to gain work place skills, become more independent self advocates, disability advocates, and workshop co-presenters. 
1998-Present, Special Education Advocate, Private Practice
Advocate with families to assist them to develop appropriate individual education plans for their children.  Work directly with families to insure their concerns and voice are heard during negotiations with school districts and ultimately are represented in their student’s IEP.  Provide support to families in the form of assisting them to better understand the special education process, laws and best educational practices for their children.  Connect parents to reliable evaluators, educational consultants and practitioners to assist them to understand their children’s needs.    
2013-2015, AANE, Life Maps Coach 

AANE, Watertown, MA

Provide direct coaching to young adults and students transitioning from special education to adult life, assisting them to practice and acquire individual skills. Facilitate goal development based on individual needs and vision.  Activities include travel training, job searches, life skill acquisition, accessing disability support organization and adult services and supports while working toward individual goals.
October, 2008-October 2012, Plymouth County Program Coordinator

Asperger’s Association of New England, AANE
Responsible for developing and promoting teen and young adult social and recreational programs in Plymouth County through a grant with the Phillips Foundation.  Programming included: monthly social groups, community outings, activities of special interest to teens and informational programs and workshops for parents and educators. Responsible for all aspects for a two day Transition Conference including speaker panels, promotion and execution of the conference held at Massasoit Community College, for the benefit of regional families.  
Prior Employment includes:  

1998-2008:  Senior Curator Art Complex Museum, Duxbury, MA

1995-1998:  Director, Star Gallery, Newton, MA

1992-1995:  Historic New England, Boston Region Administrator, 
Education

University of Massachusetts, Boston

1982 B.A. Magna Cum Laude, Studio Art Major with printmaking concentration

School of the Museum of Fine Arts
Diploma Program, printmaking concentration

Tufts University, Master of Fine Arts Program

Art History course work, language requirement and qualifying exams for M.A. completed 

Harvard University, Kennedy School, Public Narrative training with Dr. Marshall Ganz, Massachusetts Governor’s Youth Council 

Federation for Children with Special Needs, Parent Consultant Training

Federation for Children with Special Needs, SEAT Program, Advanced Educational Advocate Training. This advanced advocacy training program met once a week for four months.  The purpose of this program, developed by UCLA, is to develop a protocol for training and potentially certifying educational advocates
Mediation Works, Inc. Completed thirty hour mediation training
UMass-Boston, Graduate Program in Dispute Resolution/Mediation, Fall 2010

Selected Trainings:  
Certificate program, Banks Street College, Coaching College Students with Aspergers, NLD, High Functioning Autism
AANE Summer Institute, Understanding the Educational, Emotional and Social needs of Children on the Autism Spectrum, Summer 2014
Supporting and Empowering Young People with AS, AANE conference, Teresa Bolick presenter. 
Michelle Garcia Winner, Social Thinking, Thinking Social 
AANE Annual Two Day Annual Conference, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016
ABA Practicum, Boston Public Schools, NECC Team presenters 
WrightsLaw, Peter Wright
Preparing for Transition to College, Drs. Jane T. Brown and Lorraine Wolf, 
Transition Planning and Assessments, NESCA Transition Conference
Transition and Special Needs Estate Planning, NESCA, Peter Hahn presenter

Assistive Technology Options, Boston Children’s Hospital, Howard Shane, Presenter
Additional Activities
2002-2008:
Co-chair, Marshfield Parent Advisory Council.  Chair monthly PAC Meetings.  In
collaboration with Marshfield Special Education Director and based on community interest, 
develop and oversee monthly informational PAC meetings.  A sample of topics include: Advocating for Children with Autism; Pamela Ely, Social Pragmatics; Stephen Shore, “Life on the inside and slightly to the left of the Autism spectrum” Basic Rights, and Demystifying the Testing Maze. Additionally, spearheaded a major initiative resulting in a multi-disciplinary grant from the Massachusetts Department of Education, “Exploring the Options for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders”. The grant enabled the town of Marshfield to provide school staff with intensive training in\current best practice for working with students with ASDs in public schools.  The successful grant application required collaboration with all stakeholders including school committee members, administrators, educators and parents.   
2008-2009
Mentor, Governor Duval Patrick’s Massachusetts Youth Council

2009-2010
SPAN (Special Needs Advocacy Network) member, Board of

Directors 2009-2010.  Education credits up to date

2009-2011 
Reviewer, Autism Speaks National Grants

2010-2012
Member Advisory Committee, Boston Public Schools Autism Taskforce

 

Selected Recent Presentations:  



Massachusetts Advocates for Children, Presenter:  Transition Curriculum, Bullying

Curriculum, Autism Law for Parents and Autism Law for Professionals, 2010-present
Massachusetts Advocates for Children Bullying Curriculum at the Federation for Children with Special Needs Visions of Community Conference, 2011, 2012. 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2018
Massachusetts Bar Association, Special Education Law, Bullying and Students with Disabilities, Faculty, October 2011 
Asperger’s Association of New England, 2011 Conference, Transition to Adult Life; Panel Member, Transition to College for students with AS, ASDs
North Shore Community College, Forum on Tolerance, Panel Member, November 2011
Massachusetts Advocates for Children, What Professionals Need to Know About Autism Special Education Law, 2010-present. 
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